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PERSONAL DETAILS
Born: 13 August 1994
Parental leave: 2022 (January-April; October-December)

Languages: Norwegian (native), English (fluent)

EDUCATION

PhD in Comparative Politics, University of Bergen 2018-2023
Thesis Title: Economic Inequality and Political Power in Norway
Main Supervisor: Yvette Peters (UiB)
Co-supervisors: Cornelius Cappelen (UiB) and Martin Gilens (UCLA)

Master’s degree in Comparative Politics, University of Bergen 2016-2018

Thesis Title: A Postmaterialist Explanation for Homophobia in Africa: Multilevel
Analysis of Attitudes Towards Homosexuals in 33 African Countries

Supervisor: Siri Gloppen (UiB)
Committee: Tor Midtbe (UiB) and Tore Wig (UiO)
Grade result: A
Bachelor’s degree in Comparative Politics, University of Bergen 2013-2016

Thesis Title: Watchdog or Lapdog? The Private and Public Media in the Build-up to
the 2003 US War on Iraq.

Supervisor: Siri Gloppen (UiB)
Grade result: A

PUBLICATIONS

Mathisen, Ruben. 2024. “The Influence Gap: Unequal Policy Responsiveness to Men and
Women”

Journal of Politics, 1-30 [pdf]

Mathisen, Ruben., Schakel, W., Hense, S., Elsdsser, L., Persson, M., & Pontusson, H. J. 2023.
“Unequal Responsiveness and Government Partisanship in Northwest Europe”.

In Unequal Democracies, edited by Noam Lupu and Jonas Pontusson, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. [pdf]
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/60602D94767352D390DA80929E8F0E7B/9781009428644c2_29-53.pdf/unequal-responsiveness-and-government-partisanship-in-northwest-europe.pdf

Mathisen, Ruben. & Peters. Y. 2023. “Political Participation and Unequal Representation:
Addressing the Endogeneity Problem”.

In Unequal Democracies, edited by Noam Lupu and Jonas Pontusson, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. [pdf]

Mathisen, Ruben. 2023. “Taxing the 1 percent: Public Opinion vs. Public Policy”.
British Journal of Political Science, 1-17 [pdf]
Mathisen, Ruben. 2023. “Affluence and Influence in a Social Democracy”

American Political Science Review, 117(2), 751-758 [pdf]

IN THE PIPELINE
Helliesen, M., Mathisen, R., Peters, Y. “Political Representation and Equality”
Under contract, as part of Oxford Handbook of Norwegian Politics.
Mathisen, R. “Political Inequality and Coincidental Representation”
Under review

Cappelen, C. Dahlberg, S. Mathisen, R. “Mistakes in the Welfare State: How Believes about
False Positives and False Negatives Shape Social Preferences”

Under review
Mathisen, R. “Rising Economic Inequality Since 1980: On Whose Watch?”
Presented at MPSA 2024 in Chicago

Haugsgjerd, A., Linde, J., Mathisen, R. “Vehicles of democratic dissatisfaction? Populist Rad-
ical Right Electoral Success and Satisfaction with Democracy in Europe 1976-2019".

Woring paper

Tatham, M., Mathisen, R., Schaffer, L., Anchustegui, I. “Taming the Yellow Vests? Participa-
tion, compensation, and mobilization against renewable energy”

Working paper

Mathisen, R. “Taxation without Representation? Public Opinion and Taxation in Western
Democracies”

Working paper

Cappelen, C., Mathisen, R., Peters, Y. “Understanding popular support for policies to dis-
tribute wealth more equally. Evidence from a survey experiment in 15 countries”

Working paper

Mathisen, R. “Growing Ideological Polarization Between Teenage Boys and Girls: Evidence
from Norwegian High Schools”

Working paper
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/706C97FEBEF75E53B8F509BE8FFD119D/9781009428644c9_196-216.pdf/political-participation-and-unequal-representation.pdf
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/FD192F1E816837370E231BAAA8A6193B/S0003055422000739a.pdf/affluence-and-influence-in-a-social-democracy.pdf

Mathisen, R. “Too unequal? Maximally Acceptable Levels of Economic Inequality in the
Public Mind”

Ongoing work

DATASETS

Mathisen, Ruben B. 2022. “Replication Data for: Affluence and Influence in a Social Democ-
racy.” Harvard Dataverse.

Public opinion and government policy decisions matched for 603 specific policy prop-
sals in Norway. [link]

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in Comparative Politics, University of Bergen 2023-2027

With my own project, called “Understanding Political Inequality in Advanced Democ-
racies”

External Grader for University of Agder 2020-2023
Course: Research Methods in Social Science (ME-100)

External Exam Evaluator for University of Tromseo 2021
Course: Applied Methods (BED-2046)

Research Assistant to Professor Siri Gloppen, University of Bergen 2016-2018
Project: “Political determinants of sexual and reproductive health”

Research Assistant to Professor Michaél Tatham, University of Bergen 2017

Project: “The Causes of Power Dispersion and its Consequences on Climate Change
Policy”

Research Assistant to Professor Lise Rakner, University of Bergen 2016-2017
Project: “Tax bargains in unlikely places: The politics of Zambian mining taxes”
Research Assistant to Erla Levseth, University of Bergen 2016

Project: PhD project on climate policy

TEACHING

Data Analysis and Programming for Social Scientists (Sampol237), University of Bergen 2024
Undergraduate course, for which I have sole responsibility [link]

Better Data Visualization (using R) (Sampolgo6), University of Bergen 2024
PhD course, for which I had sole responsibility [link]

Political Inequality in Democracy (Sampol388), University of Bergen 2024
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https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/ISBPIH
https://www4.uib.no/emner/SAMPOL237
https://www4.uib.no/emner/SAMPOL906

Postgraduate course, for which I have co-responsibility together with Yvette Peters
[link]

Societal security and crisis management (Sampol611), University of Bergen 2023
Postgraduate course, 1 lecture on quantitative methods [link]

Field Methodology: Political Field Investigation (Sampol6o7), University of Bergen 2022
Postgraduate course, 2 lectures on quantitative methods [link]

Methods in the Social Sciences (Met102), University of Bergen 2019-2021

Undergraduate course, lecture series on quantitative methods (7 lectures per semester;
5 semesters) [link]

Political ideologies (Sampol103), University of Bergen 2019-2020

Undergraduate course, lecture on the role of money in politics (1 lecture per semester;
2 semesters) [link]

TALKS

“Hvem lytter politikerne til? [To whom do politicians listen?]”
Askey Senioruniversitet, Bergen, 30 January 2024

“Hvem har innflytelse i norsk politikk? [Who has influence in Norwegian politics?]”
Teachers’s Day, University of Bergen, 26 January 2024

“@konomisk og politisk makt i Norge [Economic inequality and political power in Norway]”
Manifest Media, Oslo, 23 January 2024

“Hvordan lage grafer som fanger oppmerksomhet? [How to make charts that catch people’s
attention]”

NORCE, Bergen, 14 September 2023

“@konomisk Ulikhet og Politisk Makt i Norge [Economic inequality and political power in
Norway]”

Kommunesektorens Organisasjon (KS), Bergen, 20 September 2022
“Kule ting vi gjor i statsvitenskapen [Cool things we do in political science]”
Presentation for incoming undergraduate students, Bergen, 17 August 2022
“Taxing the 1 percent: Public Opinion vs. Public Policy”
DIGSSCORE Tuesday seminar, Bergen, 22 February 2022.
“Taxing the 1 percent: Public Opinion vs. Public Policy”

Taxation and Social Policy Group (University of Birmingham), Online, 30 November
2021.

“@konomisk Ulikhet og Politisk Makt i Norge [Economic inequality and political power in
Norway]”
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Sampolkonferansen, Bergen, 24 September 2021. [video]
“Attitudes towards homosexuals in Africa”

Bergen Global, Bergen, 5 March 2019.

MEDIA

Difor blir ikkje vanlege folk heyrde [Here’s why ordinary people are not heard]
Interview in newspaper, Nationen, 14 April 2024 [link]

Milliardaerenes makt over demokratiet [Billionaires” power over democracy]
Interview on Podcast, Mimir & Marsdal, 4 Januar 2024 [link]

Hvad de rige gor, er altid det rigtige [What the rich do is always right]
Interview in newspaper, Weekendavisen, 23 October 2023 [link]

“Politikken gdr de rikes vei [Policy follows the preferences of the rich]”
Article in magazine, LO Aktuelt, 23 October 2023. [link]

“Valg 2023: Fire av ti lar vere & stemme. Dette er gruppene som oftest blir sittende hjemme
[Election 2023: Four out of ten abstain from voting. These are the groups that most often stay
home.]”

Interview in newspaper, Bergens Tidende [Times of Bergen], 3 September 2023. [link]

“Valg 2023:"Hva skal jeg stemme?” Her far du hjelp! [Election 2023: “What should I vote?”
Get help here!]”

Interview in newspaper, Bergens Tidende [Times of Bergen], 30 August 2023. [link]
“Strid om partifinansiering [Disagreement about party financing]”
Debate on TV, NRK Dagsnytt 18, 19 July 2023. [video]
“Vanlige folk har liten innflytelse pa politikken [Ordinary people have little influnce on pol-
icyl”
Article in newspaper, Bergens Tidende [Times of Bergen], 26 May 2023. [link]
“Makt er ikke likt fordelt [Power is not equally distributed]”
Editoral (by Mari Skurdal), Klassekampen [The Class Struggle], 9 May 2023. [link]
“Vanlige folks meninger [The opinions of ordinary people]”

Interview in newspaper, Dagens Neeringsliv [Norwegian Business Daily], 8 May 2023.
[link]

“Stemmerett for 16-aringer [Voting rights for 16 year olds]”
Debate on TV, NRK Dagsnytt 18, 8. May 2023. [video]

“Rike og velutdannede vinner i norsk politikk [The rich and well-educated are winning in
Norwegian politics]”
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https://youtu.be/VHfyae9fuos?t=1080
https://www.nationen.no/forskar-difor-blir-ikkje-vanlege-folk-hoyrde/s/5-148-527386
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/magnum-milliard%C3%A6renes-makt-over-demokratiet-med-ruben/id1648884802?i=1000640499098
https://www.weekendavisen.dk/2023-42/ideer/hvad-de-rige-goer-er-altid-det-rigtige
https://www.buyandread.com/next/reader.htm?pub=loaktuelt&fbclid=IwAR0zNlBV8s8X8DecNCUHWBcrdF0ffj68YYCbQXClmMM_izElIyM0bdEb9NM
https://www.bt.no/politikk/i/zEybzK/fire-av-ti-lar-vaere-aa-stemme-dette-er-gruppene-som-oftest-blir-sittende-hjemme
https://www.bt.no/politikk/i/nQKzrx/hva-skal-jeg-stemme-i-valget-her-faar-du-hjelp
https://tv.nrk.no/serie/dagsnytt-atten-tv/202307/NNFA56071923/avspiller
https://www.bt.no/btmeninger/debatt/i/2BK5kG/vanlige-folk-har-liten-innflytelse-paa-politikken#cc-comments
https://klassekampen.no/utgave/2023-05-09/leder
https://www.dn.no/magasinet/politikk/amerikansk-politikk/streik/meningsmalinger/forsker-vanlige-folk-har-sjelden-eller-aldri-reell-innflytelse-pa-norsk-politikk/2-1-1439910
https://tv.nrk.no/serie/dagsnytt-atten-tv/202305/NNFA56050823/avspiller

Article in newspaper, Dagens Neringsliv [Norwegian Business Daily], 17 August 2022.

[link]

“Rike har mest politisk innflytelse [The rich have the most political influence]”
Interview on TV, NRK Nyhetsmorgen, 17 August 2022. [video]

“Fra penger til makt [From money to power]”

Interview in magazine, Stoff Magasin, 24 May 2022. Available at [link]

ROLES

Faculty Board Member, Department of Social Sciences (UiB)
Representative for Group B (Temporary Staff)

Faculty Board Deputy Member, Department of Social Sciences (UiB)
Representative for Group B (Temporary Staff)

Programme Board for the PhD Programme, Department of Social Sciences (UiB)

PhD Candidate Member

CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS
NOPSA Congress, Bergen

MPSA Annual Meeting, Chicago

APSA Annual Meeting, Montreal

The Politics of Inequality Workshop, Bergen
Unequal Democracies Workshop, Geneva

The Roots of Political Inequality Worshop, Paris

GRANTS

Meltzer Research Fund Project Grant
For travel abroad. Grant ID: 22635

Meltzer Research Fund Project Grant

For hiring research assistant. Grant ID: 19225

AWARDS

Head of Department’s Publication Award

2021

2020-2021

2019-2021

2024
2024
2022
2021
2021

2019

2019

2018

2023

For the article “Affluence and Influence in a Social Democracy”. Awarded by Depart-

ment of Comparative Politics (University of Bergen)

Best Data Visualization using ESS data
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https://www.dn.no/kronikk/demokrati/forskning/sosialdemokratiet/kronikk-rike-og-velutdannede-vinner-i-norsk-politikk/2-1-1278903
https://tv.nrk.no/serie/nyhetsmorgen-tv/202208/NNFA05081722/avspiller
https://www.stoffmagasin.no/2022/05/24/fra-penger-til-makt/

Awarded by the Norwegian Coordinator Team of the European Social Survey

OTHER EXPERIENCE
Fieldwork in Zambia 2017
Purpose: Qualitatitve fieldwork and implementation of elite survey of Zambian MPs.

Christian Michelsen Institute Student Affiliation 2016-2018

REFERENCE PERSONS
Cornelius Cappelen

Professor, UiB, phone: 55 58 97 53, email: Cornelius.Cappelen@uib.no
Yvette Peters

Professor, UiB, phone: 55 58 94 56, email: Yvette.Peters@uib.no
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